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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Introduction
This study accompanies the Envoy Journal teaching Guard the Gates: Close the Access Points Before
They Become Strongholds, the third rule of engagement in spiritual warfare. Its core principle: you
cannot effectively resist spiritual attack while continually leaving vulnerable areas of your life
unguarded.

Over nine lessons you will examine what maturity looks like, what it means to give place, and how to
inspect the seven gates every leader must protect: the mind, the heart, the mouth, relationships, habits,
environment, and stewardship.

Take one lesson a day. Read the passage, sit with the anchor verse, answer the questions honestly, and
end in prayer. The goal is not shame but stewardship: you cannot control everything that approaches
the gate, but you are responsible for what you knowingly permit to remain.

Scripture Foundation
Ephesians 4:26–27 · Proverbs 4:23 · 1 Peter 5:8

The Seven Gates

1 The Mind Thoughts, imaginations, beliefs

2 The Heart Desires, motives, wounds

3 The Mouth Words that open or close doors

4 Relationships Who you allow close

5 Habits What you do repeatedly

6 Environment What you watch, hear, and sit under

7 Stewardship Time, money, body, assignments
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LESSON 1

What Spiritual Maturity Really Looks
Like
Read: 2 Corinthians 12:7–10; James 4:6–8

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:9 (KJV)

Teaching
Spiritual maturity is not pretending vulnerability does not exist. It is learning to recognize your
vulnerability, submit it to God, establish healthy boundaries around it, and refuse to continually provide
access to what weakens your spiritual life. You cannot guard what you will not admit is there.

Reflect
1. What four actions does the definition of maturity call for? Which comes hardest for you?

2. Why is pretending you have no weakness a form of dishonesty rather than strength?

3. Name one area where you have been managing instead of submitting.

Prayer
Father, give me honesty about my weak places and grace to yield them to You.
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LESSON 2

Do Not Give Place
Read: Ephesians 4:25–32

“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: neither give place to
the devil.”
Ephesians 4:26–27 (KJV)

Teaching
To give place is to provide an opening, a room, an opportunity. Paul does not call anger demonic; he
addresses behavior first. What you continually tolerate can become a point of vulnerability. The enemy
rarely needs to break down a door you keep leaving open.

Reflect
1. What unresolved anger or offense is still 'spending the night' in your heart?

2. Where have you treated tolerance as harmless?

3. What would resolving it before sundown look like this week?

Prayer
Lord, I refuse to give the enemy a room in my life. Help me settle every offense quickly.
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LESSON 3

Gate One: The Mind
Read: 2 Corinthians 10:3–5; Romans 12:1–2

“Casting down imaginations ... and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 10:5 (KJV)

Teaching
The mind is where thoughts, imaginations, and beliefs are formed. What you meditate on repeatedly
becomes what you believe. Not every thought that visits deserves a seat. You do not negotiate with
what is against God's plan; you leave it standing outside.

Reflect
1. What recurring thought have you allowed to stay that opposes God's Word?

2. Which Scripture directly answers that thought?

3. How will you renew your mind daily this week?

Prayer
Holy Spirit, guard my thoughts. I take every imagination captive to Christ.
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LESSON 4

Gate Two: The Heart
Read: Proverbs 4:20–27; Hebrews 12:14–15

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”
Proverbs 4:23 (KJV)

Teaching
The heart holds desires, motives, and wounds. Bitterness, offense, and unforgiveness often enter
quietly and settle in. What develops in your heart eventually influences your life. Deal with hurt before it
hardens.

Reflect
1. What hurt have you carried long enough that it is starting to harden?

2. Whom do you need to forgive, and what has kept you from it?

3. What does 'all diligence' require of you, practically?

Prayer
Father, search my heart. Heal every wound and uproot every seed of bitterness.



GUARD THE GATES  ·  PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY 7

LESSON 5

Gate Three: The Mouth
Read: Proverbs 18:20–21; James 3:2–10; Psalm 141:3

“Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.”
Psalm 141:3 (KJV)

Teaching
Death and life are in the power of the tongue. Words open doors or close them. Complaining, gossip,
careless agreement with fear, and reckless speech all give place. Your mouth can seal a gate or swing it
wide.

Reflect
1. What patterns of speech have you noticed in yourself lately?

2. Where have your words agreed with fear instead of faith?

3. Write one declaration you will speak over the gate you are guarding.

Prayer
Lord, set a watch before my mouth. Let my words agree with Heaven.
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LESSON 6

Gate Four: Relationships
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 13:20; 2 Samuel 13:1–5

“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.”
1 Corinthians 15:33 (KJV)

Teaching
Who you allow close to you will influence who you become. Manipulative or compromising relationships
are access points. Healthy boundaries are not unloving; they are wise. Mature believers also keep
people close who have permission to correct them.

Reflect
1. Which relationship consistently pulls you toward compromise?

2. Who has permission to speak correction to you, and do you receive it?

3. What healthy boundary would protect you without becoming unloving?

Prayer
Father, give me godly companions and the courage to set wise boundaries.
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LESSON 7

Gates Five and Six: Habits and
Environment
Read: Daniel 1:8–16; Psalm 101:2–3

“I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.”
Psalm 101:3 (KJV)

Teaching
What you do repeatedly shapes what you become. Many attacks are not sudden ambushes; they are the
predictable result of daily patterns left unchecked. What surrounds you — what you watch, hear, scroll
through, and sit under — feeds something. Change the atmosphere you live in.

Reflect
1. Which daily habit is lowering your resistance?

2. What in your environment repeatedly stirs temptation?

3. Like Daniel, what will you 'purpose in your heart' to change?

Prayer
Lord, I purpose in my heart to build habits and spaces that honor You.
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LESSON 8

Gate Seven: Stewardship
Read: Luke 16:10–12; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20; Nehemiah 7:1–3

“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much.”
Luke 16:10 (KJV)

Teaching
How you manage your time, money, body, and assignments is a gate. Financial irresponsibility, chronic
exhaustion, and lack of accountability create openings the enemy is quick to exploit. Nehemiah
appointed porters and watchmen at the gates; faithfulness in stewardship is spiritual protection.

Reflect
1. Which area of stewardship (time, money, body, assignment) is most unguarded?

2. Where is exhaustion lowering your spiritual resistance?

3. Who could serve as a 'watchman' of accountability for you?

Prayer
Father, make me faithful in little things so I can be trusted with much.
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LESSON 9

Before the Door Becomes a Stronghold
Read: 1 Peter 5:6–10; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 119:67–71

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.”
1 Peter 5:8 (KJV)

Teaching
What was once conviction becomes tolerated. What was tolerated becomes habitual. What becomes
habitual can shape your character. That is how an access point becomes a stronghold. Yet grace,
repentance, and restoration are real. Vigilance is not paranoia — the guarded believer is awake, aware,
and responsible. A weakness you acknowledge can be guarded; a weakness you deny is put in a
position to govern you.

Reflect
1. Trace the progression from conviction to habit in one area of your life.

2. Peter, Thomas, Moses, Elijah, and David all had vulnerable places. Whose story encourages you
most, and why?

3. What is the one boundary you will establish this week?

Prayer
Lord, I bring every weak place to You. Be strong there. I will not quit.
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PUT IT INTO PRACTICE

My Gate Inventory
Rate each gate honestly (1 = wide open, 5 = well guarded), then write one boundary you will build.

Gate Rating Boundary I will build

The Mind

The Heart

The Mouth

Relationships

Habits

Environment

Stewardship

Five Steps This Week
• Take a gate inventory. Ask, “Where is something entering that should not be here?”
• Name one pattern. Identify the one open door the Holy Spirit is highlighting now.
• Build one boundary. A changed habit, a limit, a removed influence, or an accountability partner.
• Resolve before sundown. Settle anger and offense quickly.
• Seal it with the Word. Choose a Scripture for that gate and speak it daily.
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CLOSING

Declarations
• I am awake, aware, and responsible.
• I will not give place to the devil.
• I keep my heart with all diligence.
• My vulnerabilities are being stewarded by the grace of God; they will not govern
me.
• Every unguarded gate in my life is being sealed by the Word of God.
• God's strength is made perfect in my weakness.
• I will not quit. I am standing firm.

Closing Prayer

Father, in the name of Jesus, make me spiritually mature. Holy Spirit, inspect my gates — my
mind, my heart, my mouth, my relationships, my habits, my environment, and my
stewardship. Show me every unguarded place and give me wisdom and strategy to seal every
breach. Where I am weak, let Your strength be made perfect. In Jesus' name, amen.

Read the full teaching at kingdomenvoy.org/blog/guard-the-gates-close-the-access-points

— Dr. Derrick Traylor, Founder, Kingdom Envoy Institute


